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Access to Justice

• Resolution adopted by the United Nations General Assembly
60/177 - (20.03.2006), a follow-up to the Eleventh United
Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice:
• Endorses the Bangkok Declaration on Synergies and
Responses:
• Strategic Alliances in Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice, especially paragraph 18 thereof, in which
Member States are called upon to take steps, in
accordance with their domestic laws, to promote access
to justice, to consider the provision of legal aid to those
who need it and to enable the effective assertion of their
rights in the criminal justice system,..



Access to Justice

• Access to justice is a basic principle of the rule of law. In the
absence of access to justice, people are unable to have their
voice heard, exercise their rights, challenge discrimination or
hold decision-makers accountable - The Declaration of the
High-level Meeting on the Rule of Law – United Nations.



Access to Justice

• The National Center for Access to Justice (NCAJ), New York
(Fordham Law School) –
• Access to justice:
• helps to preserve human dignity
• a means of assuring good and effective government
• helpful in efforts to grow civil society and to reduce and end
poverty
• determines whether basic human needs for food, shelter,
family relationships
• means everything to a person in crisis



Access to Justice

• Justice systems fail to resolve justice problems for 1.5 billion
people, finds a new report by the Task Force on Justice. The
report, released by the World Justice Forum in The Hague,
points to a hidden epidemic of injustice that affects all countries
but hits the poorest hardest. – Report by the Task Force on
Justice (an initiative of the Pathfinders for Peaceful)
• Whether they are victims of violence, seeking a divorce, facing
harassment at work, dealing with debt, or in need of a business permit,
people have nowhere to turn. They are deterred by cost and
complicated procedures, a lack of trust that they will be treated fairly, or
a lack of justice services that are able to meet their needs.

• In East Malaysia – there are fairly large numbers of the local
population who were not citizens though no fault of theirs



The Malaysian Experience – The Mobile Court



The Malaysian Experience – Mobile Court
• The needs:
• Stateless person problems – denial of their basic human rights

• Section 22 of the Registration of Births and Deaths Ordinance (Sabah Cap. 123)
• Poverty driven – access to justice is illusory

• Rural poor
• Logistics issues to access justice

• Availability, Accessibility and Costs
• Other goods and services required

• Medical care
• Food and clothing
• Books

• Educational Opportunities for members of the Judiciary – the mind set
• Community understanding
• Public relations
• Crimes and poverty – change of mindset
• Justice tempered with mercy
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The Malaysian Experience – Mobile Court
• The Challenges:
• Scepticisms from all sides:
• The urban mindset
• The perception of how the Court functions – a temple of justice?

• Budget issues:
• Low priority – the rural folks can wait
• Expenditure vs returns

• Logistics problems:
• The distances, security, mode of transport, etc

• Implementation obstacles:
• Winning the minds of the members of the Judiciary and the legal
fraternity – the fixed mindset syndrome
• Scheduling issues
• Administrative tasks
• Setup and operational issues



The Malaysian Experience – Mobile Court

• The Results:
• The Receptions:
• Rural folks love it
• Other agencies and associations joined in
• Donations from charitable bodies

• The Beneficiaries:
• The unfortunate rural folks – the Rule of Law felt by all
• Members of the Judiciary and legal fraternity – mind and
eye opener
• Government officials – grounding effects
• Medical officers and their staff – practice preventive
medicine
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The Malaysian Experience – The Mobile Court-
Other Services Rendered



The Malaysian Experience –The Mobile Court-
Other Services Rendered



Other Innovative Programs

• Environmental Justice:

• Through a committee set up called the Environmental
Working Group, programs were initiated:
• The planting of one million trees within 12 months in
Sabah
• This program was followed by the Government later on

• The cleanup of slums areas
• The authorities did subsequent cleaning up



Environmental Justice
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Conclusion 

• Take Away:

• Justice is only real when the whole community feels it
• The Judiciary is not a temple to be visited but a missionary to
spread the meaning of ‘justice and fairness’ to all,
irrespective of status and powers
• The Judiciary has a larger role than just a mere arbiter of
disputes



• Thank you for listening


