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“Converging Perspectives from Global to Regional on the Rule of Law”
By Thailand Institute of Justice (TIJ)

By providing stability and predictability, the rule of law serves as the cornerstone
of the sustainable development agenda. The rule of law facilitates peaceful and
productive engagement between different actors across societies. It helps guide
states in fulfilling their role of public provision of goods and services, and ensures
the well-being of their people. This in turn creates a conducive environment for the
achievement of economic and social development goals. However, the relationship
between the rule of law and socio-economic development must be tempered by
an inclusive approach to growth in order to maintain cohesive communities that
embrace a culture of lawfulness and believe in the fundamental value of the rule of
law. Without it, vast segments of society will remain marginalized and vulnerable.

In order to realize the potential of the rule of law, it is essential to harness the minds
and efforts of people across all facets of society, going beyond legal professionals
and law-makers. Law-users, and those affected by the changes in the legal landscape,
must be empowered to harness their individual strengths and take on a synergistic
approach in driving change by creating a culture that respects and values the rule
of law as both a means to achieve sustained, equitable and inclusive development,
and an end goal in and of itself.

One of TlJ's core missions is to be on the rule of law area. In order to do so, TlJ
remains committed to bringing together leaders from diverse backgrounds, from
policymakers to the private sector and to the public, in order to engage in constructive
discussions and to advocate for the rule of law through various formats. Some of
the key initiatives include:

- Tl Executive Programme on the Rule of Law and Development (RoLD) and
RoLD in Action (http://tijrold.org/)

- TU-IGLP Workshops for Scholars and Emerging Leaders on the Rule of Law
and Policy
(https://tijfforum.org/)
(http://iglp.law.harvard.edu/iglp-scholars-workshop/)

- Tl Public Forums (https://tijpublicforum.org/20170717/index.php)

The January 2018 TlJ International Forum is the fourth instalment of
a continuing series of open discussions about regional approaches to and
issues in mainstreaming the rule of law, the efficacy of these attempts
and cases that embody the rule of law in action. The goal is to use
the concept of the rule of law as a lens to better understand complex
socio-economic issues in order to establish a systematic framework to
inform policy development. Leading academics, experts, emerging policy
makers and various stakeholders will engage in dialogues and exchange
views on their interpretation of the rule of law through a multitude
of perspectives. At the January TlJ International Forum, the keynote
addresses will provide insights into fundamental concepts such as the
importance of the rule of law in realizing the global objectives enshrined
in the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the
rule of law from a policy standpoint, and the linkages between the rule
of law and civic engagement.

This will be followed by panel discussions, featuring faculty members from
the network of the Institute for Global Law and Policy at Harvard Law
School (IGLP) and TIJ Fellows from the TIJ-IGLP Workshop for Emerging
Leaders on the Rule of Law and Policy. These sessions will position the
rule of law among salient social issues such as inequality and legal reform.

The first panel on “The Rule of Law in Global Context” will examine how
consensus on the importance of rule of law has not entailed consensus
on its meaning. Societies have developed the rule of law in a variety of
ways. The panellists will discuss the following questions:

* What are the most significant choices that have shaped the notion of
the rule of law?

* In what ways can law be a tool — or an obstacle - to sound policy and
governance?

e What happens with rule of law when institutions become tools for
political or economic interests?

® The international community has actively promoted the rule of law
for more than twenty years — what are the most important lessons
that we have learned?



The second panel on “Rule of Law: Regional Policy Initiatives”
will be led by emerging leaders from the TIJ-IGLP Workshop
on the Rule of Law and Policy. To mark the conclusion of the
weeklong TI-IGLP Workshop, this session will provide an
opportunity for selected emerging leaders to present rule
of law-based solutions for public policy issues in different
regional contexts, as well as an opportunity to take stock of
lessons learned.

The last panel discussion on “The Role of Law in Global
Inequality” will explore the dilemma of why economic,
political and cultural inequalities often seem intractable at
the sites where policy is made even though policy-makers
everywhere today are concerned about inequalities within
and between nations. When this happens, the inequality
is often considered “structural”. Discussion will focus on
the possibility of unlocking this problem by attending more
closely to the role of law (as opposed to the rule of law) and
dissecting how the law may be implicated in the unequal
distribution of resources and opportunities.
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TIJ International Forum on the Rule of Law and Sustainable Development

“Converging Perspectives from Global to Regional on the Rule of Law”
Friday, January 12, 2018 at Dusit Thani Hotel

8.00 - 9.00am

9.00 - 9.30am

9.30 - 10.30am

10.30 - 10.45am

10.45am - 12.15pm

12.15-13.30pm

13.30 - 15.00pm

15.00 - 16.00pm

16.00 - 16.15pm

16.15-16.30pm

Registration

Welcoming and Opening Remarks

“Rule of Law and Sustainable Development”
by Kittipong Kittayarak, Executive Director,
Thailand Institute of Justice

Keynote Addresses (30 minutes each)
“Rule of Law: Policy Perspectives”

by David Kennedy, Manley O. Hudson Professor of Law and
Faculty Director of the Institute for Global Law and Policy (IGLP)

at Harvard Law School

"Rule of Law: Civic Perspectives”
by Valerie Hans, Professor of Law
Cornell Law School

Coffee Break

Panel I: “The Rule of Law in Global Context”
Jothie Rajah, Osama Siddique, Guenter Frankenberg, and
Sundya Pahuja

Lunch

Panel II: “Rule of Law: Regional Policy Initiatives”
Selected TlJ Emerging Leaders

Panel lll: “The Role of Law in Global Inequality”
Vasuki Nesiah, Luis Eslava, Alvaro Santos, Jorge Esquirol, and
John Ohnesorge

Rapporteur’s Summary
by Matti Joutsen, Special Advisor,
Thailand Institute of Justice

Closing Remarks
by Kittipong Kittayarak, Executive Director,
Thailand Institute of Justice
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Kittipong Kittayarak
Executive Director
Thailand Institute of Justice (TlJ)
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David Kennedy
Professor of Law and Faculty Director

The Institute for Global Law and Policy
Harvard Law School
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SPEAKERS

Kittipong Kittayarak has long been involved in judicial and criminal justice reform in
Thailand. He has made substantial contributions to the improvement of the Thai judicial
system through his roles in a number of national bodies. He has been known as one of
the champions for the reform of the Thai criminal justice system towards due process
and the rule of law, and for pioneering the implementation of the restorative justice
and community justice programs in Thailand. In the area of peace and reconciliation,
Kittipong was actively engaged in the National Reconciliation Committee, which
focused its work on conflicts in the deep south of Thailand as well as the Truth for
Reconciliation Commission of Thailand (TRCT). After completing his six-year term as
the Permanent Secretary for Justice, in February 2015, he assumed a new role as the
Executive Director of the Thailand Institute of Justice, a public organization working
in the promotion, research and capacity-building activities in accordance with the
justice-relates UN standards and norms. He holds J.S.D. from Stanford Law School,
LL.M. from Harvard Law School, barrister-at-law from The Thai Bar Association, LL.M.
from Cornell Law School, and LL.B. from Chulalongkorn University, Thailand.
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David Kennedy is Manley O. Hudson Professor of Law and Faculty Director of the Institute
for Global Law and Policy at Harvard Law School where he teaches international law,
international economic policy, legal theory, law and development and European law
since 1981. He holds a Ph.D. from the Fletcher School at Tufts University and a J.D.
from Harvard. He is the author of numerous articles on international law and global
governance. As a practicing lawyer and consultant, Professor Kennedy has worked
on numerous international projects, both commercial and public, including work
with various international organizations. He is past Chair and Member of the World
Economic Forum’s Global Advisory Council on Global Governance. In 2011, he was
appointed Foreign Advisor to Thailand'’s Truth for Reconciliation Commission and now
serves as a member of the Asian Peace and Reconciliation Commission.
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Valerie Hans
Professor of Law

Cornell Law School
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Valerie Hans holds B.A. (Highest Honors) in Psychology from University of California
at San Diego, M.A. in Social Psychology from University of Toronto, and Ph.D. in Social
Psychology from University of Toronto. She conducts empirical studies of law and
the courts, and is one of the nation's leading authorities on the jury system. Trained
as a social scientist, she has carried out extensive research and lectured around the
globe on juries and jury reforms as well as the uses of social science in law.

She is the author or editor of many books and research articles. Current projects on
the American jury include developing a new theory of damage awards, analyzing
how jury service promotes civic engagement, examining the impact of race in tort
decisions, and researching the jury’s role in death penalty cases. Prof. Hans is also
studying the introduction of juries and other forms of citizen participation in other
countries, including Argentina, Japan, Korea, Russia, Spain, and Taiwan. Prof. Hans
is Co-President of the Society for Empirical Legal Studies.
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Matti Joutsen holds a Ph.D. in Criminal Law and is currently a special advisor to
Thailand Institute of Justice. He is a former Director of the European Institute for
Crime Prevention and Control, affiliated with the United Nations (HEUNI). He has long
represented Finland at meetings of the United Nations, the Council of Europe and
the European Union. He was the chief negotiator for Finland on the UN Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime, the UN Convention against Corruption, and
the mechanism for the review of implementation of the Corruption Convention.
Joutsen has written some 200 articles, studies, and papers on crime prevention,
criminal justice, comparative criminal law, and international cooperation.
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Panel | : The Rule of Law in Global Context

Jothie Rajah

The American Bar Foundation

Osama Siddique

Policy Network

Law and Research

Panel Il : The Role of Law in Global Inequality

Vasuki Nesiah
New York University

Luis Eslava
Kent Law School

.
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Alvaro Santos
Georgetown Law

Giinter Frankenberg
Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt
am Main

Jorge Esquirol
Florida International
University
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Sundya Pahuja
Melbourne Law School

John Ohnesorge
University of Wisconsin



What happens with rule of law
when institutions become tools
for political or economic interests?

Thailand Institute of Justice (T1J)
GPF Building, 16t Floor
Witthayu Road, Pathum Wan
Bangkok 10330, Thailand
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